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How Mystik Dan won
150th Kentucky Derby

The people and the moments that helped make a champion.

By DANA O'NEIL
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McPeek trained My s mare,
Ma'am, and when she neared retire-
ment, be copvinced Lange, Brent and
Sharilyn Gasaway not to retire her bt
to breed her with Goldencents, a 2013
Derby entrant. That they agreed goes
to the trust the owners put in McPeek.
but also back to their own horse-rac-
ing roots and their little moments that
led them to a small-ish racehorse with
the biggest of wins.

Lance Gasaway ¥ might angue,

That uvns:n mn-dmmim
A recond holder and Hall of Famer, he
starred not at Arkansas but at Arkan-
sas-Monticello, where he was an NAIA
All-American for the Boll Weevils. He
2ot into horse racing at the urging of
his dad. Clint, the two partnering at
Oakiawn. their home track. Their big-
gest and best shot at the limelight came
with Wells Bayou, who won the Loui-
siana Derby and was targeted for the
Kentucky Derby until COVID struck
and moved the race to September.
Clint died sbout a year ago, and
as Lance sat on the dais, he got more
than a little choked up when he re-
called his father’s influence. “To me,
this is for him,” he said. “Dad would
have loved it. He Joved the game.” But
a few vears ago, back when Maam was
about to be retired, Clint decided he
was getting too old to get into breed-
ing horses. Lance opted to bring in his
first cousin, Brent
Thirty-five years ago, Brent was
nit to meet his now-wife Sharityn
date. bat he was late. And then lst-
Turns out he was at the track, still
at the races. Sharilyn was less than
thrilled — at least until Brent that night
popped the guestion. When Sharilyn
quit ber Full-time job, the couple apted
et into horse racing fll-time, shoot
same time that Clint and Lance got
0 the game. When Lance nu'dndz
and,

and Sharilyn both seemed 3 bit wide-
eved and happily dazed. Asked how they
might celebrate. Lance deadnanned. 1
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Mystik Dan may have won the
Derby in two mimutes of maneuver
ing but it took a million smaller mo-
ments to create the masterpiece.
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Phillip Alder

How do

Yyou start
dummys
trumps?

Confucius said, “There
are three methods to
gaining wisdom. The first
is reflection, which is the
highest. The second i= lim-
itation, which is the easi-
est. The third is c\p«rmv.
which is the bittere:

Reflection — analysis -
is the best way to find the
answer to a deal. But we
should not wish to limit
our knowledge. And expe
rience can make life easier,
although. it is true, gaining
it can be painful.

What in your wisdom —
opinion — is the right play
of the trump suit in this
four-heart contract? West
leads the club queen. South
loses the first three tricks,
then wins the fourth with
his spade ace

This was a good deal
for Stayman, since three
no-trump fails. (Declarer,
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unable to get to dummy
to take the heart finesse,
should end with only three
spades, three hearts and two
diamonds.) Use Stayman
when you have minimum
game points and a low dou-
bleton (or singleton or void),
as the North hand does here.

South must first get into
the dummy by ruffing the
third diamond. Then, since
the trump finesse might
need to be repeated, he
must call specifically for
the heart nine.

When that holds, he
continues with the heart
queen. Here, assuming
East does not cover, De-
clarer then plays dummy’s
last heart to his jack, cash-
es the ace, and claims.

Note that if South staris
with dummy’s heart queen.
unblocking his 10 or jack,
East should duck the
first round and cover the
nine-continuation to guar-
antee himself a trump trick

When you need to repeat
afinesse, first lead the lowest
cand that can hold the trick if
the finesse is working.
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Commentary » He brir
sports superstars into

Jury orders USTA
to pay $9M to player
in sexual assault case

THE ATHLET

A federal jury on Monday
ordered the United States
Tennis Association to pay
$9 million to a once-rising
tennis prospect who said
the organization failed to
protect her from being sex-
ually assaalted by a coach at
its Florida training center.

Kytie McKenzie, a 25-vear-
old player from Arizona who
is trying to revive her career,
nnd the USTA in 2022 after

the US. Center for SafeSport
found it “more likedy than not™
that she had been assaulted

has denied !mhxm McKen-
zie inappropriacely in 2018.
He was suspended and then
fired by the USTA, and as
the organization investi-
gated McKenzie's claims. a
TSTA employee reported for
the first time that she had
been groped by the coach
vears earlier.

After a weeklong trial in
US. District Court in Orlando,
the jury deliberated for just
2 1% hours before awarding
McKenzie $3 million in com-
pensatory damages in the
first phase of its verdict

In its second phase, the
Jury awarded $6 million in
punitive damages, deter-
mining there was a con-
scious disregard for the
rights and safety of others,
given in part attempts by
the USTA to keep McKen-
zie's case quiet

“1 feel validated.” McKen-
zie said Mondary evening from
Florida, “t was very hand, but
1 foed now that it was all worth
it. Thope | can be n exampie
for other girls to speak out
even when it's hard ~

In a statement, USTA
spokiesman Chris Widmaser
said the organization woald

ed it handled McKenzie's
case appropriately after she
quickly reported to friends,
relatives, USTA officials and
law enforcement that Aran-
da had placed a hand be-
tween her thighs after an es-
calation of physical contact.
The police took a state-
McKenzi i

turned over the evidence to
local prosecutors, who opt-
ed not to pursue a criminal
case. When McKenzie re-
turned to the training center
days later, a coach told her to
tell others she had been il
During: . a law-
ver for the USTA asked McK-
al partners she had before
the incident, about medica-
tions she had taken to treat

The types of questions
and accusations, though
common in lawsuits cen-




